Appendix C

Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal

Mail to: State Clearinghouse, P.O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 (916) 445-0613
For Hand Delivery/Street Address: 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 SCH#

Project Title: Buena Vista Landfill Redevelopment Project

Lead Agency: County of Santa Cruz Contact Person: Nicole Steel
Mailing Address: 701 Ocean Street, Room 410 Phone: (831)454-5139
City: Santa Cruz Zip: 95060 County: Santa Cruz
Project Location: County: Santa Cruz City/Nearest Community: Watsonville
Cross Streets: Harkins Slough Road and Buena Vista Drive (1231 Buena Vista Drive) Zip Code: 95076
Longitude/Latitude (degrees, minutes and seconds): ° ' "N/ ° ' "W Total Acres: 120
Assessor's Parcel No.: 052-531-01, 052-531-03, 052-021-33 Section: Twp.: Range: Base:
Within 2 Miles: State Hwy #: 1 Waterways: Harkins Slough
Airports: Watsonville Municipal Airport Railways: Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line  Schools: Pajaro Valley High School

Document Type:

CEQA: [m] NOP [] Draft EIR NEPA: ] NoI Other: [] Joint Document
(] Early Cons [ Supplement/Subsequent EIR ] EA [] Final Document
[ ] Neg Dec (Prior SCH No.) [] Draft EIS [] Other:
[] MitNegDec  Other: [] FONSI

Local Action Type:

] General Plan Update [] Specific Plan (W Rezone [J Annexation

M General Plan Amendment [ | Master Plan [1 Prezone O Redevelopment

[] General Plan Element [] Planned Unit Development [ ] Use Permit W Coastal Permit

O Community Plan [ site Plan [ Land Division (Subdivision, etc.) [] Other:

Development Type:

[] Residential: Units Acres

] Office: Sq.ft. Acres Employees [] Transportation: Type

(] Commercial:Sq.ft. Acres Employees (] Mining: Mineral

[] Industrial: ~ Sq.ft. Acres Employees [] Power: Type MW

[] Educational: [C] Waste Treatment: Type MGD

[] Recreational: [] Hazardous Waste: Type

[] Water Facilities: Type MGD Other: Landfil

Project Issues Discussed in Document:

[ Aesthetic/Visual [] Fiscal [] Recreation/Parks (] Vegetation

(W] Agricultural Land [] Flood Plain/Flooding [] Schools/Universities (W] Water Quality

(W] Air Quality [] Forest Land/Fire Hazard [] Septic Systems [] Water Supply/Groundwater

(W] Archeological/Historical ~ [M] Geologic/Seismic [] Sewer Capacity (W] Wetland/Riparian

] Biological Resources [] Minerals [] Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading [] Growth Inducement

(W] Coastal Zone [W] Noise [W] Solid Waste [W] Land Use

O Drainage/Absorption ] Population/Housing Balance [W] Toxic/Hazardous [] Cumulative Effects

] Economic/Jobs [W] Public Services/Facilities [W] Traffic/Circulation [] other:

Present Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation:
Public Facilities - Airport Influence Area; (PF-AIA) Commercial Agriculture - Airport Influence Area (CA-AIA)

Project Description: (please use a separate page if necessary)

The Buena Vista Landfill is projected to reach its capacity between 2030-2034. The proposed Project
includes three primary components: 1) Developing two new waste transfer stations at the existing
landfill site to implement transfer station operations for waste handling and transport; 2) Developing an
organics diversion facility to support organics waste processing and diversion; and 3) Implementing the
landfill closure plan once site capacity is reached. The Project is planned to be implemented by 2028.

Note: The State Clearinghouse will assign identification numbers for all new projects. If a SCH number already exists for a project (e.g. Notice of Preparation or
previous draft document) please fill in.
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Reviewing Agencies Checklist

Lead Agencies may recommend State Clearinghouse distribution by marking agencies below with and "X".
If you have already sent your document to the agency please denote that with an "S".

___ Air Resources Board X Office of Historic Preservation
______ Boating & Waterways, Department of _____ Office of Public School Construction
_____ California Emergency Management Agency Parks & Recreation, Department of
_____ California Highway Patrol Pesticide Regulation, Department of
_ Caltrans District # 5 Public Utilities Commission
____ Caltrans Division of Aeronautics X Regional WQCB#3
____ Caltrans Planning Resources Agency
_ Central Valley Flood Protection Board X Resources Recycling and Recovery, Department of
Coachella Valley Mtns. Conservancy S.F. Bay Conservation & Development Comm.
X Coastal Commission __ San Gabriel & Lower L.A. Rivers & Mtns. Conservancy
____ Colorado River Board San Joaquin River Conservancy
____ Conservation, Department of Santa Monica Mtns. Conservancy
__ Corrections, Department of __ State Lands Commission
__ Delta Protection Commission ______ SWRCB: Clean Water Grants
___ Education, Department of ___ SWRCB: Water Quality
Energy Commission _____ SWRCB: Water Rights
X Fish & Game Region# 3 _____ Tahoe Regional Planning Agency
X Food & Agriculture, Department of X Toxic Substances Control, Department of

Forestry and Fire Protection, Department of
General Services, Department of

Health Services, Department of

Housing & Community Development

X Native American Heritage Commission

Water Resources, Department of

Other:

Other:

Local Public Review Period (to be filled in by lead agency)

Starting Date February 16, 2024 Ending Date March 18, 2024

Lead Agency (Complete if applicable):

Consulting Firm: Harris & Associates Applicant:

Address: 60 W Alisal, Suite 200 Address:

City/State/Zip: Salinas, CA 93901 City/State/Zip:

Contact: Kate Elliott Phone:

Phone: (831)419-6800

________________________ Docusigned by: ===
Signature of Lead Agency Representative: | Mealy Sy Date: 2/12/2024

4FB518B472E1456...

Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 21161, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2010



County of Santa Cruz

Department of Community Development and Infrastructure
701 Ocean Street, Fourth Floor, Santa Cruz, CA 95060
Planning (831) 454-2580 Public Works (831) 454-2160
sccoplanning.com dpw.co.santa-cruz.ca.us

Matt Machado - Deputy CAO / Director

Jocelyn Drake Stephanie Hansen Vacant Steve Wiesner Damon Adlao Kim Moore
Assistant Director Assistant Director Assistant Director Assistant Director Director Assistant Director
Permit Division Housing & Policy Special Services Transportation Capital Projects Administration
NOTICE
Date: February 15, 2024
To: Interested Parties

All Recipients on the Distribution List
Lead Agency: County of Santa Cruz
Contact: Nicole Steel, Project Manager

701 Ocean Street, Room 410, Santa Cruz CA 95060
(831) 454-5139, BuenaVistaProject@santacruzcountyca.gov

Subject: Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
and Scoping Meeting
Project Title: Buena Vista Landfill Redevelopment Project

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the County of Santa Cruz (County) will be the Lead
Agency and will host a scoping meeting and prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) to
assess the potential project impacts of the project described below on the environment, pursuant
to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

THE PURPOSE OF THIS NOTICE IS to solicit public input on environmental concerns and
alternatives to be evaluated in the EIR for the Buena Vista Landfill Redevelopment Project
(Project). Responsible agencies may need to use the EIR when considering permits or other
approvals for the project, and trustee agencies should plan to review and comment on the EIR
with respect to trust resources within their jurisdiction.

The focus of this notice and the scoping meeting is specifically to gather input on potential
environmental issues and project alternatives to be evaluated in the environmental review
process, not the merits of the project itself or the project design.

THE PURPOSE OF THIS PROJECT IS to ensure an orderly landfill closure program that
meets State requirements and provides on-going solid waste handling capabilities to allow the

County of Santa Cruz Community Development and Infrastructure
February 15, 2024



Notice of Preparation
EIR for Buena Vista Landfill Redevelopment Project

County to meet State required waste management goals for waste reduction, source separation,
materials recycling, and organics diversion.

PUBLIC INPUT DUE DATE: Written comments should be submitted or postmarked to the
locations below within 30 days of the receipt of this Notice, as provided by State law, and thus
should be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on March 18, 2024. Please include the commenter’s
name, agency, or organization (if applicable), phone number, and email (typed or written legibly)
in your response. The focus of the NOP and your comments is specifically to gather input on
potential environmental issues and project alternatives to be evaluated in the EIR, not the merits
of the project itself or the project design.

Nicole Steel, Project Manager

County of Santa Cruz, Department of Public Works

701 Ocean Street, Room 410

Santa Cruz, California 95060

Email: BuenaVistaProject@santacruzcountyca.gov

Comment form on project website: bit.ly/buena-vista-comment

PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION:

The Buena Vista Landfill Redevelopment Project site is the County’s Buena Vista Landfill,
located at the intersection of Harkins Slough Road and Buena Vista Drive in unincorporated
southern Santa Cruz County, within the California Coastal Zone (Figure 1). The Buena Vista
Landfill is projected to reach its capacity between 2030-2034 depending on the rate of the annual
tonnage of waste disposed at the landfill. The purpose of the redevelopment Project is to ensure
an orderly landfill closure program that meets State requirements and provides on-going solid
waste handling capabilities to allow the County to meet State required waste management goals
for waste reduction, source separation, materials recycling, and organics diversion.

The proposed Project includes three primary components: 1) Developing two new waste transfer
stations at the existing landfill site to implement transfer station operations for waste handling
and transport; 2) Developing an organics diversion facility to support organics waste processing
and diversion; and 3) Implementing the landfill closure plan once site capacity is reached. The
Project is planned to be implemented by 2028.

The EIR will include an evaluation and disclosure of the potential impacts associated with the
Project, in accordance with State law and the CEQA Guidelines. As required by CEQA, the
County will also consider other project alternatives, which must meet most of the project
objectives while substantially lessening or avoiding any of the significant impacts of the
proposed project. As part of this scoping process, the County is soliciting input from agencies
and the public on additional alternatives that should be considered. Comments regarding
suggested alternatives should include a clear description in narrative and graphic formats to the
extent possible, and the commenter’s thoughts on how it would reduce impacts.

County of Santa Cruz Community Development and Infrastructure
February 15, 2024 2



Notice of Preparation
EIR for Buena Vista Landfill Redevelopment Project

PROBABLE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS:

Although, at this very early stage of the environmental review process, it is impossible to know
with certainty the precise nature and extent of the environmental effects that will be identified as
preparation of the Draft EIR gets underways, it is possible to identify key categories of
environmental effects that the proposed Project may affect. These include Agricultural
Resources, Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geology/Soils, Greenhouse
Gas Emissions/Climate Change, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and Water
Quality, Land Use and Planning, Noise, Transportation/Circulation, and Tribal Resources.

SCOPING MEETING:

Pursuant to the public participation goals of CEQA, as set forth in particular in Public Resources
Code section 21083.9, subdivision (a), the County will host an EIR Scoping Meeting at the date,
time and location indicated below to share information about the project and gather additional
input on the scope of the EIR analysis. The meeting will be hybrid, whereby people may attend
either in person or virtually.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2024, 5:00 PM

Aptos Library Community Room
7695 Soquel Drive, Aptos, California 95003

Click the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86862334085
Meeting ID: 868 6233 4085

Call-in Options via Telephone:

*+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

Meeting ID: 868 6233 4085

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kQPNM3WzJ

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES:

The County of Santa Cruz does not discriminate on the basis of disability, and no person shall,
by reason of a disability, be denied the benefits of its services, programs, or activities. If you are
a person with a disability, specifically a communication disability, and you would like to request
a reasonable modification or accommodation to fully participate in the meeting via
videoconference or telephone, please contact the Department of Public Works at (831) 454-2160
or nicole.steel@santacruzcounty.us at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting to discuss your
accessibility needs. Persons with disabilities may request a copy of the agenda and presentation
in an alternative format.

County of Santa Cruz Community Development and Infrastructure
February 15, 2024 3
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